
 

 

U.S. Business License Obtaining Guide 

Description: This guide provides detailed instructions for obtaining a business license in the 
United States and explains the various business structures, including LLC, Corporation, S 
Corporation, and other categories. It includes: 

1. Overview of Business Licensing 
2. Types of Business Structures 
3. Steps to Obtain a Business License 
4. Detailed Explanation of Business Structures 

 
1. Overview of Business Licensing 

A business license is a government-issued permit that allows individuals or companies to conduct 
business within the government's geographical jurisdiction. Obtaining a business license ensures 
that your business complies with local, state, and federal regulations. 

 
2. Types of Business Structures 

Understanding the different business structures is crucial in determining which type best suits your 
business needs. The main types of business structures in the U.S. include: 

• Sole Proprietorship 
• Partnership 
• Limited Liability Company (LLC) 
• Corporation (C Corp) 
• S Corporation (S Corp) 
• Cooperative 

 
3. Steps to Obtain a Business License 

Step 1: Determine Your Business Structure 

Decide on the business structure that best fits your needs (LLC, Corporation, S Corp, etc.). This 
decision will impact your legal liability, taxes, and registration requirements. 

Step 2: Choose Your Business Name 

Select a unique name for your business that complies with your state's naming rules. Conduct a 
name search to ensure the name is available. 

 



 

 

Step 3: Register Your Business 

• Sole Proprietorship: Register your business name with the local county clerk’s office. 
• Partnership: Register your business with the state where you will operate. 
• LLC: File Articles of Organization with your state’s business filing office. 
• Corporation: File Articles of Incorporation with your state’s business filing office. 

Step 4: Obtain an EIN 

Apply for an Employer Identification Number (EIN) from the IRS. This is necessary for tax 
purposes and hiring employees. 

Step 5: Apply for Business Licenses and Permits 

Depending on your business type and location, you may need various federal, state, and local 
licenses. Common licenses include: 

• General business license 
• Zoning and land use permits 
• Health department permits (for food-related businesses) 
• Sales tax permit 
• Professional licenses 

Step 6: Comply with Tax Requirements 

Register for state and local taxes, including sales tax, if applicable. Obtain a state tax ID number if 
required. 

Step 7: Open a Business Bank Account 

Open a separate bank account for your business to manage finances and maintain clear records. 

Step 8: Stay Compliant 

Ensure ongoing compliance with all regulatory requirements, including renewing licenses and 
permits as needed. 

 
4. Detailed Explanation of Business Structures 

Sole Proprietorship 

• Description: A sole proprietorship is the simplest and most common structure, owned by 
one person. 

• Pros: Easy to set up, complete control, and simple tax reporting. 
• Cons: Unlimited personal liability, difficulty in raising capital. 



 

 

Partnership 

• Description: A partnership involves two or more people who agree to share profits and 
losses. 

• Pros: Easy to establish, shared financial commitment, and complementary skills. 
• Cons: Joint liability, potential for conflicts, and profit sharing. 

Limited Liability Company (LLC) 

• Description: An LLC combines the liability protection of a corporation with the tax 
benefits and simplicity of a partnership. 

• Pros: Limited personal liability, flexible tax options, and fewer compliance requirements. 
• Cons: More complex to set up than a sole proprietorship or partnership, possible self-

employment taxes. 

Corporation (C Corp) 

• Description: A C Corp is a legal entity separate from its owners, providing liability 
protection and the ability to issue stock. 

• Pros: Limited liability, ability to raise capital through stock, perpetual existence. 
• Cons: Complex to set up, double taxation (corporate and individual taxes), extensive 

regulations and compliance requirements. 

S Corporation (S Corp) 

• Description: An S Corp is a special type of corporation that allows profits to be passed 
directly to owners and taxed on their personal tax returns. 

• Pros: Limited liability, tax savings on self-employment taxes, avoids double taxation. 
• Cons: Strict eligibility requirements, limited to 100 shareholders, more IRS scrutiny. 

Cooperative 

• Description: A cooperative is a business owned and operated for the benefit of those using 
its services. 

• Pros: Democratic control, benefits to members, limited liability. 
• Cons: Limited funding options, slower decision-making process, profit distribution among 

members. 

 
 


